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The Bureau of Land Management, Dillon Field Office, has issued a Notice of Intent in the Federal Register to prepare 
a Management Framework Plan (MFP) Amendment. This plan amendment will analyze the environmental impacts 
associated with leasing and development of oil and gas resources. The Bureau of Reclamation and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service will be cooperating agencies in this effort; however, the Bureau of Land 
Management will have the lead in preparing the amendmenvEIS. 


We are asking your assistance in making long term decisions concerning this issue. If you have an interest in this 
project, please review this scoping brochure and let us know if you would like to stay informed and involved as we 
prepare this MFP amendment and associated environmental impact statement. In order for us to keep you informed 
of this project, YOU MUST return the mailing sheet at the back of this brochure, with your mailing label on it. This 
way we will continue to keep you involved throughout the process. Remember: if we do not hear from you, 
we will assume you no longer have any interest and you will not hear from us again concerning 
this subject!!! 


We would also like your thoughts about oil and gas leasing and development. We are in the early stages, so your 
thoughts and concerns are particularly important now in helping us shape this project. We have provided room for 
you to send us comments on the back of the mailing sheet. If more space is needed, please feel free to attach addi- 
tional comments. Your general feelings about BLM’s oil and gas leasing program are important to us. However, spe- 
cific comments you can provide about issues you are interested in or which may improve the content of our future 
document and any data or data sources relevant to these issues are most helpful. 


Please send your mailing sheet and any comments or questions you have to Scott Powers, Field Manager, 1005 
Selway Drive, Dillon, Montana 59725-9431 by May 10, 1999. 


We look forward to working with you throughout this process. 
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AREAS WHERE BLM WOULD NOT 
AUTHORIZE LEASING 


Under any alternative BLM will not authorize 
leasing in these areas: 


WILDERNESS AREAS 


WILDERNESS STUDY AREAS 


(See attached Map #1) 
































REASONABLE FORESEEABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 


WHAT IS A “REASONABLY FORESEEABLE 
DEVELOPMENT” SCENARIO AND 
WHY DOES THE BLM USE ONE? 
HOW MANY WELLS WILL BE DRILLED 
AND WHERE? 


The prediction of oil and gas activity is called 
the reasonably foreseeable development 
(RFD) scenario. It is based on geologic infor- 
mation from oil and gas exploration opera- 
tions and economic trends, and the best esti- 
mate of what could realistically be expected to 
occur in the area. We use the RFD to predict 
the scale of expected operations - how big and 
how many - and analyze the impacts that 
could occur if oil and gas leases are issued 
within the area. 


(See the full discussion about the RFD on 
page 4 and Map #2 to see how many wells 
could be drilled and where we believe oil and 
gas activity could occur within the project 
area. ) 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING 
AREA 


The Dillon Field Office( DFC) encompasses the south- 
western portion of Montana and most of Beaverhead 
and Madison counties Our planning area includes 
approximately 902.528 acres of public land and 
1.805.504 acres of subsurface mincral estate admints- 
tered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) The 
BLM DFO administers most of this area. however, 

99 287 acres of public land located ummediately south 
of the Pag Hole River in the extreme northern portion 
of Reaverhead County are ender the purisdiction of the 
BM Butte Field Office 


The planning area ts spanned by six major mountain 
ranges the Gravellys, Blacktails, Cemtennials, Pioneers, 
Tehacco Roots, and Rubys Within the planning area. 
there are an estimated 1,000 miles of perenmal streams 
and 500 miles of trout fishenes Nationally known 
fisheries include the Madison. Big Hole and Beaverhead 
Rivers 


WHY WRITE THIS EIS? 


The MM. as an agent for the Secretary of the Interior. 
has responsibility for leasing and managing otl and gas 
resources where the mineral estate ts federally owned 
bor many vears, the pablic has been concerned that the 
Bi Ms off and gas leasing process may not adequately 
compl with the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) requirements to analyze and disclose the cu- 
mulative impacts of oil and gas activities Leasing 
actrvety within the area has been limited since about 
1489 hecause of this concern and a general decrease in 
leaseng mmtcrest 


To resefve concerns about the oil and gas leasing dect- 
son process, BEM consulted with representatives of 
cmironmental groups and the oil and gxs industry to 
revise its environmental analysts standards for ol and 
gas leasing decisions made in land use plans This 
resulted in new BLM planning guidance for fuid min. 
eral resources in 1986 and 1990 We made a commit. 
ment to update our land use plans that needed to 
achieve comphance with the new standards. starting 
with high prority areas with existeng otf and gas devel. 
opment and a high lewel of leasing interest, These areas 
are primarily east of a northwest to southeast line run- 
ning from Toole Counry to Carbon County, Momtana, 
and South Dakota The plan updates for these high 
priority areas are almost complete We have also lim- 
ited lease tssuance within the planning areca until an 
analysts for leasing decrsions includes the following key 
chements according to the standards mm BLM s new 
planning guidance for fluid minerals 


© (8! and Cas Potential 

* Reasonably Foreeccable Development Scenario 
© Direct and Indirect Impacts 

* Cumulative Impacts 

° lease Stipulations 




















The Beaverhead National Forest (NF) issued its on! and 
gas leasing decision in February 1996. and some of 
these lands have recently been leased for ot! and gas 
tederal mineral estate managed by the BLM 1s found 
adjacent to Beaverhead NF lands throughout the 
project area and some leasing mmterest has overlapped 
omto BLM lands Several lease applications have been 
suspended as a result of our decrsion not to lease in 
sensitive areas until thes ETS rs complete 


A leasing dectsion would carry out Congressional di- 
rection for ot! and gas leasing outlined im the Mineral 
Leasing Act of 1920. Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired 
Lands of 1947, Mining and Minerals Policy Act of 
1970, and Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 
1976 


Finally, completing a Field Office -wide analysts will 
ensure consideration of curmulative impacts and result 
in ot! and gas leasing decisions compatible with those 
for the federal mineral estate on adjacent NF lands 


RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
PLANNING PROCESS 


The procedure for preparing a Resource Management 
Plan (RMP), RMP ot MEP amendment. or ETS supple. 
ment involves nine interrelated actions as shown below 
on the Progress Scale Some actions may occur simulta- 
neously and it may be necessary to repeat an action as 
additional infortiation ts made available The reviw J 
Land Use Plan which results from this process is « 
decision document designed primarily to heip feid 
office managers make decisions and to guide tne efforts 
of stall on a day to day hasis Where more detailed 
management direction ts required activity plans will be 
prepared after the plan amendment ts complcted 


Progress Scale 

1 Identification of Issues WE 
ARE 

2 Development of Planning Criteria HERE 


3. lnwentory Data and Information ( oflection 
4 Analysts of the Management Situation 
5 Formulation of Alternatives 
6 = Estimaston of Effects 
7. Selection of a Preferred Alternative 
a Drah Et 
bs Fimal ETS 
8 Record of Decision 


9 Monitoring & Evaluation 
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OIL AND GAS LEASING HISTORY 
IN BEAVERHEAD AND MADISON 
COUNTIES 


Retore 1975 only a few oil and gas leases were resued in 
the area. In 1976. near the time of discoveries m the 
We eming Overthrust Belt interest om oil and gas leas. 
ing increased sharply By 1982. exploration companies 
had leased 2.320.470 acres of federal mineral estate 
within the area (about 1.1 million on NF lands) As 
leases expired. very few leases were issued alter [ORR 
today only 40.170 acres remain wnder lease, including 
29 B57 acres recently leased on the Beaverhead NE 


\ total of 18 otf and gas wells were drilled m the 
project area between 1975 and 1987 Despite extensive 
leasing of federal minerals during the late 1970s and 
carly 1980s, only 5 of these 18 ofl and gas wells were 
dritled on federal mineral leases (2 on NF lands) 


OIL AND GAS REASONABLY 
FORESEEABLE DEVELOPMENT 
SCENARIO 


tn onder for the BLM to analyze the effects of ot) and 
gas leasing and subsequent possible cuploration and 
development, we had to complete the best possible 
analysts of how many wells industry mmght drill int’ ¢ 
next 10 te 1S years The PLM has developed a “reason. 
ably foreseeable scenario” (RED scenario) 
weng bestonecal ol and gas development intormation 
trom the Unned States Coologecal Survey, BLM files, 
and other technical sources 


MM has mapped the potential of eccurrence of ol and 
ers under Madsen and Reaverhead C ownties and the 
potential fer industry to develop those possible re. 
seurees The classification of the development poten. 
tial ts depicted on attached Map #2) From these maps 
and other enformation onc hading beawng history and 
past and present coonomics, we forecast how many 
wells mmght be drilled on all of the two counties on all 


muncral ow nerships 


Rased on out analysis, we estemate that perhaps six 
wikdoat wells could be drilled in the arca in the next 10 
to 1S years (A “wildest well” is an exploratory well 
rifled im an area with wo extoing production ) (4 
these six wells, we estimate that fowr would be dry 
holes (1 ne coonomically producthle oil of gas ts 
discowered, a well is called a “dry hote ©) Dry holes 
would be plugged aud ahandened with surface recta. 
mation eccurring shorth afterward We estimate one 
dry hole would be on BLM minerals We believe that 
two of the wells could have gas discoveries One would 
he on ether BLM minerals of lands adminiacred by the 
Tore service (FS) The other would he on privately 
ewned minerals Lach of those wells would probably 
prompt several additional sep cut wells (A “sep-out 
well is a well drilled adjacem to of near a prowen 


alt anew «th ae mee ame te % 2 om. 
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analysts purposes, we estemare that four step-out woth 
would be drilled. two for cach discovery PT arther de- 
velopment would henge on the results of the discovery 
wells and intial septs 


Some readers mght motc that thes forecast rs some hat 
differem than that adopted by the FS for ther ctl and 
gas leasing EIS for the Reaverhead National forest 
First, a must be noted that the forecast for the 
Beaverhead EIS only covered lands admumestered by the 
FS. And that decument chose to project all wells as ff 
they would occur om FS lands Our forecast examined 
all of Beaverhead and Madison Cownties Second. our 
forecast was completed several vears after completion 
of the forecast for the Beaverhead EIS During that 
tome the economen outhook for the ol and gas industry 
has c' onged along with the completion of a dry hole on 
the area 


On attached Map #2. you Tl see the areas exploration 
might occur in the two counties We forecast that the 
six preyected wildcat wells would be drilled somes here 
within the houndaries of these four areas. We propect a 
discovery well in “Area #1" on privatcly owned miner. 
als. Two wildeats are projected for “Area #2°, one on 
private minerals and one on BLM administered lands 
Two wells, one a discovery, are projected for “Arca #}” 
These wells could either be on Porest Service of BM 
lands finally one well ts projected for “Area #4” This 
well would be on Forest Service land Understand that 
the BLM ts not able te forecast the exact locations for 
wells that might he drilled in the future This is a 
matier that future federal oil and gas lessees will decide 
for themschc. hased on ther own more detatled anal 
sts of the geologic and geophysn al data that they will 
collect before drilling Nor do we have any control on 
the location of wells drifled on private lands of the 
minerals are not owned by the federal government 
The location of new wells will also be strongly) onftu 
enced by lease stepulations developed in the plan 
amendment we are starting Location of wells on the 
Reaverhead National Forest would he controtied on 
large part by the stepulations that were developed in 
then ol and gas leasing EIS Thies decement will net 
address TS lands By looking at what would happen if 
wells were drilled om the endicated arcas, we can predict 
possible environmental cflects 


Rased on information about wells drilled on this arcs 
during the 1970s and A0s. we believe that a typical 
hypothetical drilling site could disturb from 2.5 to 55 
acres (for the drill pad. pit, and other disturbance) 
This could affect 15 te 21 total acres bor the six explor. 
atory wells during drifting Nypically cach mew access 
road te a location could require no more than 35 miles 
of new construction = The areca disturbed by these roads 
would average 2 2 acres pet mile of road for a maw 
mum disturbance of approwmatcly 46 2 acres distur. 
hance for the exploratory wells Some sites may re 
quire Lathe of no construction of mew access roads As 
noted ahowe fa well ts a dry hole. surface reclamation 
will ecour shortly alter the well ts ahandoned U1 a well 
tsa predecer much of the drturhance required during 
drilling will be reclaimed shorth afer the well & put 
on predection tt showld alee he noted that there «ill 
be additional mbrastructare developed if the two bor 























would mnctude such ems as a possible gas transmis 
sion pepeline and field gathering hnes Actual amounts 
of desturhance will not be known until and if any wells 
are drilled 


WHAT DECISIONS DO WE HAVE TO 
MAKE? 


While the Manager for the Dillon Field Office has the 
task of preparing the EIS. the official who will make the 
final decrssons in thes ETS on how and where to allow 
oil and gas leasing ts LARRY E HAMILTON. State 
Director of Momtana/Dakotas, US Department of the 
Imtenor Bureau of Land Management 


We will decide whether or not to lease the federal min- 
erals and under what condimons if leasing ts the pre- 
ferred option The contractual controls existing in the 
lease provide substantial latitude for the BLM and we 
may require modification of the siting. design and 


not resolved under standard lease terms and oi! and gas 
regulations for lease operations special stipulations 
may he used to modify operanons restrict use or deny 
lease operations on portions of or the entire lease A 
discretionary closure ts an option if the BLM deter- 
mines that ot! and gas leasing. even with the most 
restrictive stipulations (including No Surface Occu- 
pancs for the entire beascholl) would not adequately 


. Verel \ vbeey 
PRS Sat i the BEM devermines that ates 
should he protected by No Surface Occupancy stypulla- 


Hons but such restrictions would prevent reasonable 
development of the lease 


When we first started updating our land use plans to 
reconsider onl and gas leasing decisions we asked our 
resource spectalists to develop a set of oil and gas leas 
ing stipulations that could provide adequate protection 
for the resource concerns identified within the area 
managed by the Montana BI M organization (Montana. 
North Dakota and South Dakota) This package was 
completed in July, 1990) We will use this stipulation 
package as our proposed action for this EIS. The fed- 
eral mineral estate, except the no leasing areas found 
on Map #1 (135.484 acres), would be leased with the 
stipulations outhned below for specific areas that are 
identified on this EIS. along with the standard lease 
terms We rec ognize that this stipulation package was 
developed over eight years ago and much of the em 
phases by our resource specialists was hased on the land 
use pians (castern two thods of Montana and South 
Dakota) under development at that time For these 
reasons we believe thts proposed action may evolve 
further or change based on your comments during this 
scoping penoad and our subsequent analy srs 


Standard Lease Terms 
“Mandard terms are defomed im the lease and Bl Ms onl 


and gas mgulations They are 2 part of every lease 
wound Thee tere ‘ - 














| 
| 
| 
; 


the land. air and water, to cultural, biological, visual. 
and other resources along with other land uses of us 
ers. Standard terms allow us to relocate any proposed 
operations wp to 200 meters (656 feet) We can also 
prohibit new surface disturbing operations for up to 60 
days in amy lease year (NOTE: 200 meterse6 

feet 12 miles, a circle with a 0.12 radius«3! acres) 


Stipulations 


“Stipulations” place additonal limits on ot! and gas 
exploration and drilling activity There are three types 
of lease stipulations No Surface Occupancy, Timing 
Limitation, and Controlied Surface Use 


No Surface Occupancy © This stipulation precludes 
disturbance of use of the surface for exploration and 

activities A leascholder would still have 
the right to the ot] and gas resources contained on the 
lease However. drilling will have to be done from a 
portion of the lease or from an adjacent area where 
surface occupancy is allowed Dritling a lease in thes 
manner is know as “directional drilling” The july 
1990 lease stupulanion package apphes this stipulation 
to the following areas 


¢ =- Riparian areas, 100-yvear flood plains of major 
rivers. and on water bodies and streams 

¢ = Existing land use leases. casements and nghts-of- 
way 

(These first two are normally linear features therefore 

the stipuiations would only apply to areas that Canine 


1+ pPreHEcieG OF Ihe ZY Meter relocation allowed under 
standard lease terms. because of their size ) 


¢ Developed and undeveloped recreation aveas re- 
cening concentrated public use 

© Within | mile of identified peregrine falcon nest. 
Ing sites 

© Within 1/2 mile of known hald cagle new sites 
which have been active within the past 7 years and 
within bald eagle nesting habutat on riparian areas 

* Within 1/2 mile of known ferruginous hawk new 
sites which have been active within the past 2 
vears 


* Within 1/4 mile of grouse leks 


© Within 1/4 snile of designated reservoirs with 
fishenes 


© Wither cultural snes of areas deagnated bor con 
servation use. public use of soctocultural use 


© Within desugnated paleomological wites 


Timing Limitation «This stipulation ts a seasonal re 
striction. ht probibits all activities on all of portions of 
a lease parcel for more than 60 days but beos than a full 
year and t does not apply to the operation and mainte. 
nance of production facilities The July 1990 lease 


stipulation package apples this stypulation to the fol 
lowing areas and tome frames 


© = Within 1/2 mile of raptor new sites which have 
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© tm grewse meoteng habtat wathen 2 miles of 2 ick 
fromm March | te fume 15 


© Wither crucial winter range for wildlife from 
December | to March 31 


( emtrofied Surface Use - This ctipulation is awed 
where of and gas actrees must be suncth contrdied 
ie protect specie valucs of resource comcerms Oooe- 
pores aed eee ed the serface are generally allowed om 
wet perteens of the lease wearrownd df cortamn comes 
trons ot cbypootiwes desorthed om the stepulatien arc 
accomplished Tor example. a might he weed te pre- 
tect scene settings A lessee may be required te locate, 
demgn paent on otherwise camouflage Lacihes to 
Mend with natural surroundi.gs The july 1990 lease 
stipulation package apphes this stepulanon to the fol. 
low eng areas. and unchude the described obyectives 


© Shapes ewer 30 percent - Before surface distur 
hance an engimecring/reclamation plan must he 
approved by BEM Thes plan must demonstrate 
Herw 


Sete productivity will be restored 
Serrtace runoff! will he adequately comtrotied 


OME sete areas will be protected from acceler. 
ated erosion 


Water quality and quantity will be om con. 
formance with state and federal water quality 
laws 


Sertace disturbing actromies will mot he 
comeected during cucnded wet penads 

Comstraction will not he allowed ahen sors 
are frozen 


© Viena! Resource Managemen ( lasses 1. 111, and TV 
VN sertace disturbing actin res, sermpermancnt 
and permanent Lactitees on these areas may roquere 
special desegn mncluding locaton parenting and 
camouflage to blend with the natural serrownd 
vongs 


T vem though thes FITS will ese the hee available re 
~wource data and professonal pudgement we sometimes 
frmd Changes te erventery: daca that could aber the 
requirements for protection of certam resources This 
TTS erst abso direc bese Conditions for comudering app 
(atoms te waive except or madily (WEM) leas stipe 
Latroms to allow for these changing comdetrons and 
moorperation of mew reseune information Hf comed 
ctatron lor granting a WEM treetves a mayer rower 
man he comtrewersial the action will he sabyect to at 
hawt a Wiley poblc review 


thew acters are net granted often. met are they 
granted indescremenatch for cxample gramteng access 
yrto acore wenter range beter the end of the pened 
spocthed by a teemeng hemitatien srepelation rs an ce 
ample of an ceception © Resewroe qneciabrers may 
devermeme that the winter has heen anen” and wildlite 
have moved away from then core wentect range for that 
weet Rasd on this information, an “exception” may be 


graneed het et would onh appl ter that vear and wn 
le a elle es a ee 


WHATS OUR T)\\T FRAME / HOW 
CAN YOU STAY INVOLVED? 


The BLM will have to complete a number of aeps prot 
te the msuance of the Recerd of Decrson om March 
2001 The first step, issuing 4 Notice of Intent to de a 
MEP EIN Amendment. was published in the Federal 
Regetet on Decent 17, 1908 The socom step on 
checkes the. brochere «hich cxplans the prepesal and 
asks fer your comments and concerns The remannng 
steps bested on the foflowmng s hedule are other tomes 
we would bke your mmvelvement m thes progect 
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Chapters 1, 2. & 3 Review 






90 Day Public Review Draft £1 
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One emterdisceplinary team will describe the biel 
efhects of cal and gas leasing cxpleration and produc 
hom om resceces om lands admeunscred by rhe BLM 
Somme of the kev resource values we feel could be af 
fected omctude westslope cutthroat trout habetat beg 
game (promarily eth and mule deer) winter range travel 
management related actions such as new roads cubtural 
and patcomotogs al sites dispersed recreational oppor 
teemetees omc hudeng hemtemg and threatened and emdan 
gered epecies (hald eagle peregrine lakion grizzh hear 
and gray woll) 


You ea have other comcerm you would Whe te rane Hf 
«we weed te feoeive your comments by May 10 

1999 on onder te comeder them m the anabyers of the 
drat EIN Amendment 


We will keep vou ap te date and rvetved om the re 
marmeng stops rn the schedule tntermaten we recerve 
trom ven and other BM ape: caterers well hegnetelly 
prow ede ter a quality document resulteng om sound 
resererce dec racers 


Thank 5.08 for takeng the tme to read thes emborma 
penal bee here ff yew have ary questions pleaw feel 
tree te comtact the BLM Dillon Field Manager, Scott 
Powers 














Please retain my name on your mailing list. (Mark any changes on address label on reverse side.) 








1 would like BLM to hold a public meeting. 
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To resolve concerns about the ol and £28 leasing dec 
wea precess. BLM consulted wath representatives of 
cmwonmental groups and the oil and gs mdusir to 
revise its cnvironmental analyses standards for oil and 
g7s leasung decisions made m land use plans. This 
resulted m new BLM planning guidance for fluid min- 
ctal resources in 1986 and 1990. We made a commun- 
mem to update our Land usc plans that needed to 
acheeve comphance wath the new standards. starting 
with high pnomnty areas wah cxrsteng ool and gas devel- 
opmem and a igh lewrl of leasing emerest. These arcas 
are prumanty cast of a monhwest to southeast line run- 
ming from Toole County to Carbon County, Mostana. 
and South Dakota. The plan updates for these high 
prorty arcas are almost complete We have also lim- 
rted bease rssuance within the planneng areca until an 
analyses for leasing decrsions includes the following key 
clements according to the standards m BLMs ace 
planning guidan¢ for fusd mincrals 


© (hl and (.as Potcntal 

© Reasonably Fareseeable Development Scenano 
© Derect and Indirect Impacts 

¢ Cumulative Impacts 

° L case Supulanons 





prepared alter the plan amendment ss compiried 


Progress Scale 

1 idemuficatacn of issues WE 
ARE 

2 Development of Planning Cracna HERE 





Mi Mo has mapped the peicntal of a cornecnace of ol and 
es under Madson and Reaverhcad (Ccunurs and the 
petcntal fer mdustry to develop those possthic re- 
sources The classthcanon of the development potcn- 
teal os depacted on attached Map #2. From these maps 
and other onformanon. mcbuding icaung history and 
past and present coonomacs, we forccasi how mam 
wells might be drilled m all of the two counnes on all 
munctal com nershups 


Rawd on cur analyses. we cstematc thal perhaps «x 
wildcat wells could be drilled om the arca m the acu 10 
te 1S wears (A ‘weldeat well” 6s an exploratory wcll 
drilled m an arca wath wo cxteng production ) (4 
these six wells, we cstemate that four would be dry 
holes. (1 ne economically producthic oil of gas ts 
drecowered_ a well ts called a “dry baie ©) Dry holes 
sould he plugged aud ahandened wah surtace recta- 
manhen accurmng shorth alerward We cstmatic onc 
dry hole would be on BLM muncrals We beliewe that 
teo of the wells could hawe gas discovenes. Onc would 
he on cther BLM muncrals of lands administered by the 
Fores: service (FS). The other would be on privaicly 
ewned muncrals Each of those wells would probably 
prompt svcral addmonal acp-cut wells (A “sacp-cut 
well sy a well drilled adjacemt to of acat a prowen well 
to discover the limits of the oil of gas reservoir) For 








caced by beasc sepulanons developed m the plan 
amcedmen we are staring Location of wells on thx 
Rieavethead Nanonal Forest would be controlled m 
large part by the stepulanons that were developed m 
thew oil and gas leasamg EIS. Thess document wall a 
address FS lands By lookang at what would happen df 
wells were drilled om the mdicated arcas. we can prodact 
possible cavireamental cflects 


Rased on informanen ahout wcll dniled om thes arcs 
durming the 1970s and ROs_ we bebeve that 2 typical 
hypothetcal drilling sac could drsturh from 25 to 35 
acres (for the drill pad. pu. and other disturbance) 
This could affect 15 te 21 total acres bor the six explor- 
mory wells during drilling Wypcath. cach ecw acces 
road to a lecanen could require no more than 3.5 miles 
of acw comstrachen. The arca disturbed by these mads 
would average 2 2 acres pet mile of road bor a mai 
mum disturbance of approwmaichly 46 2 acres drtur- 
hance for the exploratory wells Some siics may re. 
quire Lake of no construction of new access toads As 
noted ahove df a well sa dry hole. surface reclamation 
will eccur shonly alert the well» ahandencd § Ua well 
sa producer much of the draurhance required during 
drilleng will be reclasmed shonth ahier the well 6 pur 
en preduction ht should also be noted that there «ill 
be addvonal mfrastructurc developed df the two bor 
cast gas discoveries were developed into hiclds. The 





When uc frst saned updating our land use plans to 
resource spectalests to dewelop a set of cal and gas leas- 
ing stapulanons that could provide adequate proteciuion 
tor the resource concerns adentthed wathen the area 
managed ty the Montana Bi M orgamzanon (Mcmana_ 
North Dakota and South Dakota) Thess package was 
completed m july 1990) We will use thes sspulanon 
package 2s our proposed actwm for thes EIS. The ied- 
eral mineral estate. except the no leasing arcas found 
on Map #1 (135.484 acecs). would be leased wath the 
supulanons outlined below for specific areas that are 
identrhed om thes EIS. along with the standard lease 
terms. We recognize that thes stipulation package was 
developed over aght vears ago and much of the em- 
phasss by our resource speciaiests was hased on the land 
use plans (castern two thaods of Montana and South 
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Wathen 1 mule of sdentihed peregrine falcon nest- 
img soles 


Wathen 1/2 mile of known hald cagle nest saies 
which hawe been actrwe withen the past 7 years and 
wuhen bald caghe nestmz habeat om mparian arc 2s 


Wathen 1/2 mule of known fcrrugmou, hawk nest 
ses whach have been actrwe wothen the past 2 
years 


Wathen 1/4 mule of grouse icks 


Wathen 1/4 anile of desagnated reservoes wath 
frshenes 


Wahen cultural snes of areas desagnated tor com 
servanon use. public use. or socsocultural ese 


Waithen desegnated paleomologacal srs 





Dakota) under development at that time For these 
reasons we believe thes proposed action may evolve 
further or change based on your comments during thrs 


Temming Limitation © Thes stepulation rs a seasonal re- 
striction. ht prohibits all actreitics on all or pornc—s of 
a bease parcel for more than 60 days bu: bevs than a full 
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oping penod and our subsequent analyses vear and u dors not apply to the operation and mamic- 
nance of production faciiues The July 1990 lease 
Standard Lease Terms supulanon package apphes thes stepulation to the fol- 


lowrng areas and ume frames 


“Standard terms” are defined om the lease and BLM ss onl 
and gas regulations They are 2 part of every lease ° 
weard These terms require operations to be con. 

ducted m a manner that menemuiztes adverse mmpact to 


Within 1/2 mile of raptor nest sites whach have 
been actiwe wuthin the past 2 years from March |! 


to August | 











All saurtace drsurtung actrees. somepcrmances: 
and pormancet factbtecs om these arcas mu EoguEre 
special desagn mctuding ba anon pamtng and 
camouflage to bicnd eath the natural sertound- 
mgs 


fon thengh ches FS edi ow the bes avatishic or- 
~vune data and profcswomal pudgeemem e+ scmcumes 
fend changes te ameman daca that could aler the 
sogumcments for protccnen of cerven sesources Thes 
Pts mest sho drctew condmens fer comadenng appl 
(ahem. te saree. ceoept ot maddy (WEM) kcaw stape- 
Latroms to alhew fer thes changeng condmoms znd 
moorperanen of ace rescurce mmbermanen ff comsad- 
ctathom for granteng 2 WEM ereotves 2 major nser oF 
ma be comteewersial. the acho wall be satbyect to at 
heat 2 Caw pac revere 


thew acters are net grammed chen. met ane thes 
grammed endrscremmnatch for cxampie gramteng access 
omte a core wamect range before the ond of the penad 
spocthed by 2 tomeng hemaznen stepulatcn rs an cx 
ample of an “cxoeption” Resource eneciaiiets may 
desermene that the wentct has been “open” and wildiic 
have mened aeay from then core wemict range bor that 
vest Based on this enfermanon, an “exception” may be 
granted bet « would only apply bor that wear and un- 
dot the Comdenens that the obyectrve of the stqpulanen 
(pretocteng the herd en wemtcr range) can sill he met 
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efleces ofl oil and gus lensing, cxplocation and geadac- 
ben on researc. on lands admeumsicted ts the BLM 


Some of the kev resource vabucs we feel could be af- 
feceed enclade weesbepe cutthroat out habnat. tag 
game (promardhy clk and mule deer) wumict range trae! 
managomem related achoms such as ace roads Cultural 
and paicomadogical sacs drypctreed recreational open 
tumstacs mmcbuding humteng and thrcatcned and cndan 
gered spececs (hald cage. peregrme tahoom. grizzh bear 
and grav wolf) 


Yeu ona have other concer vou would lke to tame 
so. we eoed te scoete your comments by May 10 

1999] on coder to comader them @ the analysts of the 
draht E'S Amendment 


We wall keep vow ap to-date and ametved om the rc 
marmeng acm mithe «hedule inbermanan we recor: 
trom vow and other Bl M sec calest. well hapetuth 
premade tor a quahty dacument resulteng on sound 
rower ee dec recs 


Thank you for taking the teme to read thes enborma 
vemal bra here Ho vou have amy qucsnem pheaw tee! 
tree te comtact the BLM Dillon Field Manager. Scott 
Powers 


A eee eee 


























